Whole-lung lavage for pediatric patients with pulmonary alveolar proteinosis.
Pulmonary alveolar proteinosis (PAP) is a chronic disorder of surfactant clearance from the alveoli. Its prevalence is rare, especially in the pediatric population. Although there is no cure for this condition, symptoms of PAP are managed most effectively through whole-lung lavage (WLL). Perioperative RNs caring for children with PAP undergoing WLL in the OR should implement patient interventions to maintain vital signs and normothermia and preserve skin integrity. Additionally, perioperative RNs often are responsible for assembling closed-drainage systems for WLL. Detailed procedural preference cards, targeted education sessions, and multidisciplinary collaboration are crucial for establishing a comprehensive plan of care for the pediatric patient with PAP undergoing WLL in the OR.